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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant(s) 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-23 are pending. 

The prior art submitted on 9/30/04, and 4/13/06 have been considered. 
In claim 1, last line, a period after "warning" should be deleted, and a period 
should added after "unit". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 4-6, 8-9, 12, 15-16, 19-21, and 23, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Kinoshita et al. (5757949). 

As per claims 1, and 15-16, Kinoshita et al. disclose a warning generating 
apparatus for generating a warning in a navigation system, the apparatus comprising: a 
data receiving unit for receiving route guidance information data and outputting the route 
guidance information data; a data analyzing unit for determining whether warning data 
has been included in the route guidance information data outputted from the data 
receiving unit or not (see columns 2-3, lines 42-8; and columns 4-5, lines 10-15); a sensor 
for sensing a current travel speed of a movable body (see column 5, lines 15-37); a 
restricted warning generating unit for receiving the route guidance information data from 
the data analyzing unit if the route guidance information data includes the warning data, 
for receiving the current travel speed from the sensor, and for determining whether the 
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restricted warning generating unit will output a warning for the warning data based on 
warning generation conditions stored in advance according to a kind of the warning data 
(see columns 5-6, lines 38-47; and column 7, lines 8-34); and a warning/guidance output 
unit for outputting the warning corresponding to the warning data that is included in road 
guidance information data, when the restricted warning generating unit determines to 
output the warning unit (see columns 6-7, lines 48-7). 

As per claims 4, and 19, Kinoshita et al. disclose the data receiving unit receives 
the route guidance information data which further includes a regulation speed and road 
information representing danger information (see columns 5-6, lines 38-47). 

As per claims 5-6, and 20-21, Kinoshita et al. disclose the sensor further includes 
a speed sensor which is installed on a predetermined position of the movable body and 
which senses-the travel speed of the movable body, and the sensor receives the travel 
speed of the movable body from a speed sensor which is installed on a predetermined 
•position of the movable body and which senses the travel speed of the movable body (see 
columns 4-5, lines 10-15). 

As per claims 8, and 23, Kinoshita et al. disclose when the route guidance 
information data does not include warning data when the route guidance information data 
is transmitted from the data analyzing unit, the warning/guidance output unit general path 
guidance information based on the route guidance information data (see columns 5-6, 
lines 38-47). 

Claims 9, and 12, are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 1, and 4 
above. Therefore, they are rejected for the same rationales set forth as above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-3, 7, 10-11, 13-14, 17-18, and 22, are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kinoshita et al. (5757949) in view of Straub (6675085). 

As per claims 2-3, and 17-18, Kinoshita et al. do not disclose current weather 
information, and current time information. However, Straub discloses the data receiving 
section receives route guidance information data further includes current weather 
information and, current time information (see columns 3-4, lines 24-24). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teach of Kinoshita et al. by combining route guidance information data further 
includes current weather information, and current time information to assist the user in 
adjusting a driving speed on a route to satisfy a limit speed and assure vehicle safety. 

As per claims 7, and 22, Straub also discloses the restricted warning generating 
unit further determines actual travel environment information of the movable body, 
checks the kind of the warning data transmitted from the data analyzing unit (see columns 
5-6, lines 11-14), receives route guidance information data having current time/weather 
information from the data receiving unit and receives the current travel speed of the 
movable body from the sensor (see columns 3-4, lines 24-24), compares warning 
generation conditions corresponding to the checked kind of the warning data with the 
actual travel environment information (see columns 6-7, lines 15-9), determines to output 
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a warning only when the actual travel environment information satisfies the warning 
generation conditions corresponding to the warning data, and outputs the warning 
information to the warning/guidance output unit if it is determined to output a warning 
(see columns 2-3, lines 44-17). 

Claims 10-11, and 13-14, are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 
2-3, and 7 above. Therefore, they are rejected for the same rationales set forth as above. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

. Matsuda et al. (6285923) 
. Takahashi et al. (6424904) 
. Yasushi et al. (6870478) 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-6968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30 AM-4:00 PM), off every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300: 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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